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INTRODUCTION

The Importance of Spelling Instruction

Accountability in the classroom has led to an increased emphasis on standardized 
tests. A large majority of school districts in the United States now require students to 
pass some form of standardized writing assessment at regular intervals throughout their 
elementary school years. “Even more than reading, writing is a mental juggling act that 
depends on automatic deployment of basic skills such as handwriting, spelling, grammar, 

and punctuation so that the writer can keep track of such concerns as topic, 
organization, word choice, and audience needs.”—Louisa C. Moats, “How 
Spelling Supports Reading: And Why It Is More Regular and Predictable 
Than You May Think,” 2005. One of the most visible factors in evaluating 
anyone’s writing, student or adult, is whether the words are spelled correctly.

Perfection Learning Spelling will teach students to spell and improve 
their writing in direct and indirect ways through its instructional lessons. It 
will also help to build competent and able writers through its strong writing 
strand, which has students applying their spelling knowledge to a variety of 
writing assignments throughout the year.

The Development of Perfection Learning Spelling

Since the beginning of public education, research and classroom experience have proven 
the need for systematic, developmental instruction in spelling. “I am convinced that, if 
we teach them, all normal children can learn to spell English.”—Edmund Henderson, 
Teaching Spelling, 1995.

In order for a spelling program to be effective, two essential elements must be considered:

1.	 the words to be taught, and
2.	 the strategies of instruction.

In the creation of Perfection Learning Spelling, the lists of words to be taught and the 
strategies of instruction evolved together through an examination 
of published research. The resultant materials were then tested 
in classrooms throughout the country and reviewed by 
teachers, researchers, and administrators to determine 
their usefulness and suitability.

One of the most 
visible factors 
in evaluating 

anyone’s writing, 
student or adult, 

is whether the 
words are spelled 

correctly.
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WHY PERFECTION LEARNING SPELLING?

Word Lists

The spelling lists that make up the program were compiled after careful study of words 
students use in their writing and reading. The word lists were refined and developed over 
many years of work and research in spelling. A database of words was maintained, which 
included information from many studies concerning frequency of use, familiarity, and 
degree of difficulty. 

The lists began with data from:

•	 Rinsland (A Basic Vocabulary of  Elementary School Children), 
which is based on children’s writing vocabulary;

•	 Thorndike-Loge (A Teacher’s Wordbook of 30,000 Words);

•	 Kucera (Computational Analysis of Present-Day American English);

•	 Harris-Jacobson (Basic Elementary Reading Vocabularies); and

•	 The American Heritage Word Frequency Book.

Additionally, several other vocabulary and word-frequency studies were used to determine 
the core of high-frequency words that must be included and to make judgments about the 
utility of additional words. 

The words were grouped to reflect the common and 
consistent spelling patterns based on sound-letter relationships 
(phonics), word structures (affixes, inflections, syllable 
patterns, common roots, compound words), and content area 
(mathematics, science, social studies, and so on). Research 
has shown that students who are taught to recognize spelling 
generalizations among words show more spelling success. 
For each unit in Levels 2–6, a principal list was developed, 
as well as two shorter lists—one for review and the other for 
extension. The three lists in any one unit illustrate the same 
spelling generalization. 

The words were grouped 
to reflect the common 

and consistent spelling 
patterns based on sound-
letter relationships, word 

structures, and content area.

The extension 
list provides 
challenge 
words.

This week’s words feature verbs where the final 
consonant doubles when adding -ed or -ing. 

Review words feature the 
same spelling generalization. 
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Strategies of Instruction

The ability to spell correctly is developed through four primary strategies of instruction, 
which should be the focus of an effective program: visual memory, phonics, word 
structure, and analogy.

•	 Visual memory is undeniably an important factor in spelling 
ability. We rely on visual memory to test possible spellings, to recognize 
correct spellings, and to correct misspellings. Visual cues, for example, 
are probably the most helpful aid in remembering that through, although, 
and enough are all spelled with the letters ough. Visual memory is 
also important in distinguishing between words that have the same 
pronunciation but different spellings and meanings.

•	 Phonics, the science of sound-letter relationships, is emphasized 
throughout Perfection Learning Spelling, particularly in the primary 
levels where students are reading high-frequency words with regular and 
predictable spellings. Systematic, explicit teaching concentrates on the 
phonemes and other patterns that occur most frequently. For example, 
while it is true that the long-e sound is spelled eo in people, that spelling is 

rare. Therefore, more time and attention are given initially to the common spellings 
of /e/—final e, medial ee and ea—gradually introducing such other regular spellings 
as -y in happy and the ei in receive.

“Half of all English words can be spelled accurately on the basis of sound-
symbol correspondences alone. . . .”—Bob Schlagal, “Classroom Spelling 
Instruction: History, Research, and Practice,” Fall 2002.

The ability to spell 
correctly is developed 

through four 
primary strategies 

of instruction, which 
should be the focus 

of an effective 
program: visual 

memory, phonics, word 
structure, and analogy.
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Words with e and ee20
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1. ìÇòÅÄãêë
2. ãƒãôãêÅìÇòflïÆ§ë
3. ìÅÄãêÅìÇòflïÆ§ë
4. ∞ˆÄãêÇòflïÆ§ë
5. ÇàâÄãêÇòflïë
6. †ßÅìÆ§ÅÄãêÅìÇòë
7. ãƒÅÄãêÅìÇòë
8. ìÇòÅÄ†ßflïë
9. †ßãƒãôÖûÅÄÅìÇòë
10. Æ§ÅÄÖûÅìÇòë
11. Æ§ÅÄãêÇòflïÆ§ë
12. ÇfiflïÅÄãêÇòflïÆ§ë
13. ìÇ≥ÅıçêÇòãôÖûÅ∞Ï
14. ã´äòflïãêÇòflïÆ§ë
15. ÇòÅÄãêÅìÇòë
16. îãôãêÅìÇòë
17. ìÇòÅÄÖûÅìflïë
18. ìÇòÅÄÆ§Å∞æïë
19. Ç≥flïÅÄãêÇòflïÆ§ë
20. ®ùÅÄÅìÇòãôÖûflïë

UNIT WORDS

The Sounds /ch/ and /th/ 15

Level 1, Unit 20 Level 4, Unit 15
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•	 Word structure has a strong influence on spelling and, like phonics, it must be taught 
systematically. Perfection Learning Spelling introduces such structural patterns as 
contractions, compound words, and the addition of inflectional endings or affixes to 
base, or root, words. Spelling lists are also organized around meaning-related words. 
Recognizing the link between spelling and meaning serves as a useful spelling clue. 
For example, the words sign and signature are taught together so that the 
pronounced g in signature will serve as a reminder of the silent g in sign.

•	 Analogy is another major strategy that helps us predict the spelling of English 
words. Common characteristics in familiar words can form the basis for an analogy 
to the spelling of an unfamiliar word. Effective use of this strategy is characteristic of 
proficient spellers, people who have developed an understanding of the underlying 
regularity of the writing system. In its most elementary form, analogy can be as 
simple as guessing that words that rhyme might be spelled similarly.

A proficient speller can have a writing vocabulary of about 70,000 words. This doesn’t 
mean that each of the 70,000 words has been systematically presented, practiced, and 
learned. Rather, proficient spellers use a combination of strategies to predict the spelling of 
unfamiliar words to build this impressive writing vocabulary. These strategies are acquired 
in a comprehensive, developmental spelling program.

“…the finding that children move from concrete letter-sound strategies 
to sound-pattern strategies to meaning-pattern strategies gives additional 
weight to the practice of careful, linguistically-driven presentations of 
spelling words.”—Bob Schlagal, “Classroom Spelling Instruction: History, 
Research, and Practice,” Fall 2002.

Proficient spellers 
use a combination of 
strategies to predict 

the spelling of 
unfamiliar words to 

build this impressive 
writing vocabulary.
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20 Contractions

Level 3, Unit 20
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SPELLING: A DEVELOPMENTAL PROCESS
Children progress through certain stages on their way to becoming competent spellers. 

Perfection Learning Spelling was designed with an understanding and appreciation of these 
stages of development.

Emergent Spellers

Young children’s writing is made up of random strings of letters and sometimes 
numbers to represent words or a complete message. Children use both lowercase and 
capital letters in their writing, At this stage, they do not demonstrate a knowledge of letter-
sound correspondences.

Semi-Phonetic Spellers

Children begin to develop the concept that letters have sounds and that letters are used 
to represent the sounds in words. Several letters may represent a whole word. 

Vowels, medial consonants, and syllables are not represented. Children may also use 
letter names to represent sounds in words. 

Spellings may be strung together without spaces before and after words.

GS KT BRZ(gross) (cot) (birds)

R (are) U (you)
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Phonetic Spellers

Children spell words according to the entire sound structure of the word. 

When phonetic spellers are unsure of the correct letter to represent a sound, they often 
select a letter that represents another sound made in the same part of the mouth. 

Transitional Spellers

Children’s writing reflects features of 
conventional spelling and phonetic spelling. 
Children use frequently occurring spelling patterns 
and include vowels in every syllable. 

Although the vowel may be incorrect, it is in the correct position. Children rely less on 
sound structure and begin to rely on visual memory and word structure.

Syntactic-Semantic Spellers

Children have an understanding of the English spelling system and its basic rules. 
They show an expanded knowledge of word structure and can correctly spell affixes, 
contractions, and compound words. Mature spellers are less dependent on the sound 
features of words to predict spelling. They make greater use of higher-level strategies.

“Spelling and reading build and rely on the same 
mental representation of a word. Knowing the 

spelling of a word makes the representation of it 
sturdy and accessible for fluent reading.”—Snow, 
C. E., Griffin, P., and Burns, M. S. (Eds.), Knowledge 

to Support the Teaching of Reading: Preparing 
Teachers for a Changing World, 2005 

kant (can’t)

chrain (train)

hamstur
(hamster)
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SPELLING PATTERNS
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PROGRAM RESOURCES

Student Book

•	 Complete Spelling Program for Grades 1–6

•	 Spelling lists reflect words most commonly found in 
students’ reading and writing.

•	 Lists reflect a common and consistent 
spelling pattern based on sound-letter 
relationships (phonics), word structures 
(affixes, inflections, syllable patterns, common 
roots, compound words), and content area 
vocabulary(mathematics, science, social 
studies, and so on).  

•	 Integrated language arts makes spelling practice 
meaningful.

•	 Review units every six weeks provide review and 
assessment opportunities.

Teacher Edition

•	 Wraparound edition has easy-to-read versions of 
student pages and answers.

•	 Assignment guide offers a breakdown of the 
instructional unit into a three-day or a five-day lesson.

•	 Comprehensive step-by-step teaching plans

•	 Three differentiated spelling lists for Levels 2–6: 
Mastery Words (review), Unit Words, 
and Bonus Words (challenge). Two 
lists for Level 1: This Week’s Words 
and Star Words (challenge).

•	 Pretest and final tests for each unit

•	 Point-of-use references for multiple 
ancillaries 

•	 Unit-specific strategies for English 
learners or students with learning 
difficulties

•	 Enrichment and reteaching 
suggestions for each unit

“Students whose instruction included a word-
study format with a most common usage strategy 

produced more sophisticated orthographic 
spellings than their traditionally taught peers.”—

Mary Abbott, “Effects of Traditional Versus 
Extended Word-Study Spelling Instruction on 

Students’ Orthographic Knowledge,” October 2001.
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Review18
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You may wish to introduce the lesson 
by using Spelling Generalizations 
Slide 3.

ELL

L1_TWE-Ch13.indd   46 09/12/11   8:46 PM
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L1_TWE-Ch13.indd   47 09/12/11   8:46 PM
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Teacher Resource Book

•	 Extra practice activities for Unit Words, Mastery 
Words, and Bonus Words

•	 Additional Language Arts practice activities

•	 Additional assessment options including 
Diagnostic Pretests, Mastery Words 
Tests, Bonus Words Tests, and Writing 
Sample Tests

•	 Reteaching Follow-Up activities

•	 Parent letters (English and Spanish)

•	 Answer Keys and individual and class 
progress reports

Suggestions and Activities for English 
Learners

•	 Unit-specific practice and reteaching 
activities

•	 Teaching strategies for all activities

•	 Answer Key

Classroom Presentation Slides

•	 Unit-specific slides introduce and 
explain spelling generalizations. 

Audio Support

•	 Digital audio files for dictation posttests on unit 
words, mastery words, and bonus words. 

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 122  •  Extra Practice

Name

Extra Practice Star  
Words

UNIT

11

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 1

Name

Reteaching Follow-up

Reteaching  •  11

UNIT

11

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 1 ELL  •  3

UNIT

11
Name

ELL Practice

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 14  •  ELL

Name

ELL Reteaching Follow-up

UNIT

11
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STUDENT BOOK

Instructional Unit

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 368

THIS WEEK’S WORDS

1. ®ûãôÖûflïë
2. Ç≥ãôÅı›ûë
3. Çàçôãêflïë
4. Çàè§ãôÅ∞ªòãêë
5. ÇfiãôÅ∞ªòãêë
6. ÇòãôÅîflïë
7. Ç≥ãôÇfiflïë
8. Ç≥ãôÖûflïë
9. ®ùã¥ÙßflïÇ≥Çfië
10. ãƒÆ§ãôÖÛæïë
11. †ßÇòã¥Ï
12. †ßãôÅ∞ªòãêë
13. ãêãôÅ∞æïÆ§ë
14. ã´çô†ßflïë
15. ÇàçŸã¥Ï

16 The Vowel Sound / i/

The Unit Words
The numbered Unit word list, called This Week’s Words, is presented in the Student 

Book in cursive on the first page of each instructional unit.

This Week’s Words List  
The students read the unit 
word list orally and identify 
the sound-letter or word-
structure pattern that is 
represented. 

Unit Generalization 
explains the sound-letter 
or word-structure pattern.

A similar box within the unit 
generalization points out that 
a discussion of those words 
follows.

Remember This often appears on the 
first page of a unit and provides clues for 
remembering the spellings of especially 
troublesome words.

Boxed numbers on the word list 
indicate that the word has an unusual 
spelling. In this words, the long-i 
sound is represented by -uy.
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Spelling Practice
The second page of each instructional unit in the Student Book is a 

full page of independent spelling practice. The Spelling Practice page 
presents a series of carefully organized exercises that lead the students to an 
understanding of the characteristics and relationships among the unit words. 
Students write each word at least one time on this page; most words are 
written more than once.

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 3 69

Exercises guide the 
students to observe the 
spelling patterns within 
the words and to recognize 
regularities.

Students have opportunities to write 
the words in meaningful contexts. 
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STUDENT BOOK

Instructional Unit
Spelling and Language

The third page of each instructional unit in the Student Book is devoted to spelling-
related language arts skills. 

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 370

HANDWRITING

The lowercase letter n The lowercase letter m
touches the midline touches the midline three
two times. times.
1. Practice writing n N, m M, in cursive.

–  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  – 

2. Write this sentence: I ã´åïÖûãêë ãêÅı≠ ÈÅÄãôÖûflïë.
–  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  – 

–  –  –  –  –  – n –  –  –  –  –  – m 
–  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –nN      mM

Spelling and Language  
This section reinforces 
the spellings of the Unit 
Words through a review 
of language principles and 
grammar. Most lessons 
concentrate on areas 
of spelling difficulty—
adding noun and verb 
inflections, adding prefixes 
and suffixes, and using 
context to distinguish 
homophones. This exercise 
focuses on context and 
rhyming words.

Writing on Your Own  
Students apply spelling 
principles and use spelling 
words in purposeful writing 
assignments. Through writing, 
students test and modify their 
hypotheses of how words are 
spelled, thereby extending 
their knowledge of the English 
writing system.

Handwriting The third part of this page 
reviews cursive letter formation. Using 
the Dictionary to Spell and Write and 
Proofreading are two other types of exercises 
featured on this page in the instructional units.
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This Week’s Words  
Students practice the unit 
words while reviewing 
compound words.

Bonus Words  This list contains words one or two years 
above grade level. Use these exercises as a challenge for 
on-level students or as an extension for above-grade level 
students. Bonus words also illustrate the spelling principle 
of the unit. 

Mastery Words  These are review 
words that have appeared earlier in 
the program and demonstrate the 
spelling principle of the unit. Offer 
these exercises to below-average 
spellers or as a review for on-level 
spellers.

Spelling on Your Own
This page of each instructional unit provides exercises for 

reviewing the Unit Words, Mastery Words, and Bonus Words.
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STUDENT BOOK

Review Unit
Spelling Review

Every sixth unit in Perfection Learning Spelling Levels 2–6 is a review unit. Fifty 
percent of the unit words from each of the five preceding units are reviewed. The words 
selected for review are those with which students are known to have special problems as 
well as those that occur frequently in their writing.

The first three pages of each review unit provide additional practice in writing review 
words, unit-by-unit.

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 3102

Review24     
Study Steps to Learn a Word 
always precedes the Spelling Review 
exercises. This provides children a 
strategy to use as they practice, when 
they misspell words, and when they 
encounter unfamiliar words and helps 
them become independent spellers.
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Review exercises reinforce 
sound-letter correspondences 
and word structure. Thematic 
passages and completion 
sentences are frequently used 
so that children can write 
words in meaningful contexts.

Words in Time creates a logical 
association for children between the 
origin of a word and its spelling. This 
feature appears on one of the first 
three pages in each review unit in the 
Student Book. It explores the history 
of a review word, often explaining 
how the word came into English or 
how the meaning or spelling changed 
over time.

Spelling words for each unit are 
shown near the exercises for easy 
reference.
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STUDENT BOOK

Review Unit
Spelling and Reading

The fourth page of each review unit in the Student Book presents an expository, 
narrative, descriptive, or persuasive selection that children will use later as a model for 
their own writing.

Students review the format 
and parts of a friendly letter 
featuring many review words 
from the previous five units. 
Students read the letter after a 
purpose for reading has been 
established.

Students write answers to the 
comprehension questions over 
the letter. The comprehension 
questions have been written to 
elicit answers that include review 
words.
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Students apply what they have 
learned and complete a writing 
assignment. The assignment follows 
the stages of the writing process. 
Students are encouraged to refer to 
the Thesaurus at the back of the 
Student Book.

On the fifth page of each review unit, 
children think about and discuss the 
writing model presented in Spelling 
and Reading in preparation for their 
own writing. Then children analyze 
the structure, content, style, and tone 
of the model. 
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Common Core State Standards

Reading—Foundational Skills:  3.3d, 
3.4c

Writing: 3.4, 3.5

Speaking/Listening: 3.1c

Language: 3.2f, 3.2g, 3.4a, 3.4d

ELL Reteaching Follow-up Master 16

Spelling Generalizations Slide 14

ELL Practice Master 16

TEACHER’S EDITION

Previewing the Unit

Each unit of Perfection Learning Spelling follows a step-by-step plan to teach a spelling principle. This first 
page of each instructional unit in the Teacher Edition presents an overview of the lesson and the materials 
needed.

Previewing the Unit 
Use this overview page 
to prepare for the unit.

All program 
materials 
relevant to the 
unit are listed 
so that you can 
easily gather 
what you need.

Unit-specific 
Common Core 
State Standards 
are provided.

Learner Objectives 
Comprehensive, unit-specific 
lists of objectives in spelling 
and language arts facilitate the 
creation of lesson plans and 
standards correlations.

Unit Words These are 
the principal words for 
the unit. They have been 
chosen to fit the same 
spelling generalization.

Mastery Words These review 
words were previously featured 
in the program and follow the 
same spelling generalization.

Bonus Words 
Additional words for 
extending the lesson.
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English Learners
To help limited English learners work with the spelling 
generalizations for Unit 16, you may wish to refer 
to the booklet Suggestions and Activities for English 
Learners.

TEACHER’S EDITION

Introducing the Unit

Use this section in each instructional unit to establish children’s readiness for learning by assessing and 
building on prior knowledge.

For Children with Special Needs 
offers strategies for English learners 
or children with learning difficulties.

Apply Prior Learning Use this inductive 
approach to guide children in formulating 
the spelling generalization(s) for the 
unit. Children later apply the spelling 
generalization(s) to their own writing.

Assignment Guide This pacing guide 
offers a breakdown of the instructional 
unit into a three-day or a five-day lesson.

Establish Readiness for 
Learning  guides you in 
explaining to children what 
is to be learned and how this 
learning will be applied to their 
written work.

Dictation sentences 
are provided for a 
Trial Test, or pretest, 
on the Unit Words, 
Mastery Words, and 
Bonus Words.
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TEACHER’S EDITION

Teaching the Unit

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 368     UNIT 16   The Vowel Sound / i /

ELL

You may wish to introduce the lesson 
by using Spelling Generalizations 
Slide 14.

Detailed instructions guide 
teachers in helping children 
achieve the maximum benefit 
from the student pages.

Clearly stated objectives are 
provided for every exercise 
within the lessons.

Point-of-use references to 
additional ancillaries within 
the program.

Unit-related reproducibles from 
the Teacher Resource Book are 
pictured for easy reference.
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Answers to student 
exercises are provided.

“Of Special Interest”  This feature 
in the Teacher’s Edition presents 
interesting facts about how words came 
into English and how their meanings 
and spellings evolved over time. The 
information extends children’s word 
knowledge and gives them a rationale 
for the spelling and function of words.

Summarize Learning 
This section in the 
Teacher’s Edition 
appears at two points 
in each unit and offers 
children a chance to 
reflect on what they 
have learned to help 
teachers perform 
periodic formative 
assessments. 
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TEACHER’S EDITION

Closing the Unit, Enrichment Activities, and Reteaching Strategies

Children are encouraged to 
apply the spelling principle of the 
instructional unit when they write 
independently and provided with 
several strategies for correcting 
misspelled words and for spelling 
unfamiliar words.

Transfer New 
Learning 
emphasizes the 
relationship between 
spelling, reading, 
and writing. Reading 
vocabulary helps 
to explain spelling, 
and spelling helps 
to reinforce reading 
vocabulary.

Enrichment Activities This section 
suggests cross-curricular activities 
for school and home to reinforce 
and transfer new learning. The 
activities build word knowledge 
and extend the unit spelling 
generalization to writing. They are 
appropriate for children of all ability 
levels and may be individualized by 
having children use the word list 
they are studying.
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ELL

Reduced versions of the reteaching 
follow-up reproducibles from the 
Teacher Resource Book are provided 
for teacher’s ease of use.

Guided activity suggestions are provided 
for children who need reinforcement 
before moving on to the next unit.
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TEACHER’S EDITION

Assessment
Unit Trial Test

The Trial Test is administered before the children study the unit. It is recommended that 
all children take this pretest on both the Unit and Mastery Words. (The Bonus Words pretest 
is given on the second day.)

Sentences for the pretest 
are provided in the opener 
of each teaching unit in 
the Teacher’s Edition. 
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English Learners
To help limited English learners work with the spelling 
generalizations for Unit 16, you may wish to refer 
to the booklet Suggestions and Activities for English 
Learners.
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End-of-Unit Test

This test is administered after the children complete the unit.  

The sentences for the Unit Test are 
provided in the closing section of each 
teaching unit in the Teacher’s Edition. Use these optional dictation sentences in place of or 

in addition to the End-of-Unit Test. All words in the 
sentences have been previously taught in Perfection 
Learning Spelling. Words taught in a given unit are in 
italics. The children should be able to write the entire 
sentence correctly.
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ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT
Formative and summative assessment is provided in a variety of formats to diagnose 

students for placement and monitor students’ progress and analyze errors. The core testing 
is found in the Student Book and Teacher’s Edition. Additional testing for diagnosis 
and evaluation is found in the Teacher’s Resource Book. Select those testing materials 
appropriate to the specific needs of your students. 

Diagnostic Skills Check Inventory

At Levels 2–6 of Perfection Learning Spelling, a Skills Check Inventory precedes 
the first unit in the Student Book. This pretest evaluates students’ mastery of spelling 
skills taught in the previous level. The results will assist you in determining the level of 
instruction needed and in deciding which students would benefit from working with the 
Unit, Mastery, and Bonus word lists.

A dictation test appears in the Teacher’s Edition on the page following the Skills Check 
Inventory and should be part of your pretesting. It evaluates a student’s ability to spell a 
representative sample of words taught in the previous level. It also measures long-term 
retention of spelling patterns and exceptions as well as auditory discrimination.

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 1 Skills Check    3
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Weekly Unit Trial Test

This Trial Test is given at the start of each unit. Students correct their own pretests and, 
with your help, analyze their spelling errors to determine patterns. Based on the results of 
the Trial Test, you can assign the appropriate word list for study. You may want to use the 
following guidelines to assign Unit, Mastery, and Bonus word lists.

•	 Students with one or no errors on the Mastery Words, but more than two errors on 
the Unit Words, will study the Unit Words. The Bonus Words may be an optional 
challenge.

•	 Students who make two or more errors on the Mastery Words will study the 
Mastery Words and then the Unit Words.

•	 Students who make only one or two errors on the Unit Words will study the Bonus 
Words in addition to the regular program.

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 13A     Skills Check
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Midweek Test

An optional Midweek Test may be administered on the third day of each unit’s work. 
You may dictate the words to the students or have them test one another.

Weekly End-of-Unit Test
Dictate the Unit Words and Mastery Words to all students. 

The Bonus Words should be dictated only to those students 
who studied them. Students should check and correct their 
own work and, with your help, analyze their spelling errors to 
determine patterns.

Have students record their results on the Pupil Progress 
Report, which appears in reproducible form in the Teacher’s 
Resource Book. Also remind students to apply Study Steps to 
Learn a Word to all misspelled words.

Form A: Six-Week Evaluation or Form B: Nine-Week 
Evaluation (Optional)

Six Form A Tests and four Form B Tests with formats 
similar to those found on standardized tests are provided in 
each Teacher’s Edition for Levels 2–6. These reproducible, 
multiple-choice tests feature words from the six (Form A) or 
nine (Form B) previous units. Directions for administering 
the tests and the Answer Keys are on the back. Use the 
Form A Tests if your grading period is six weeks or Form B 
if your grading period is nine weeks.
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Midyear and End-of-Year Tests

Midyear and End-of-Year Tests are provided in each Teacher’s Edition for Levels 2–6. 
The Midyear Test follows Unit 18; the End-of-Year Test follows Unit 36. These dictated 
summative assessments follow the format of the Weekly Unit Tests.

Additional Assessment

•	 Diagnostic Pretests  At Levels 2–6, two optional Diagnostic 
Pretests are provided in the Teacher’s Resource Books. 
Diagnostic Pretest A has twenty items in a standardized 
test format. The tested words are drawn from the list of 
spelling words presented at the grade level. Directions for 
administering the test and an Answer Key are provided.

	 Diagnostic Pretest B approximates what students do when 
they proofread their own writing. Students read a short 
passage that includes twenty-five spelling words presented 
at the grade level followed by twenty-five multiple-choice 
items. Students identify the correctly spelled word from four 
choices. Directions for administering the test and an Answer 
Key are provided.

•	 Mastery Words and Bonus Words Tests  Six optional 
Mastery Words Tests and Bonus Words Tests in standardized 
test formats are provided in the Teacher’s Resource Books 
for Levels 2–6. The tests may be administered following the 
review units. Each is a multiple-choice test over words from 
the six preceding units.

•	 Writing Sample Test  At Levels 2–6, an optional Writing Sample Test is provided 
following each review unit. This alternative form of assessment asks students to 
complete a writing assignment using a prompt, an illustration, and questions. The 
student’s writing is then analyzed for spelling errors. Using samples of a student’s 
own writing examines spelling in a purposeful context. 

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 3 Additional Testing  •  2© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 3

Name

Diagnostic Pretest

PRETEST

A

Additional Testing  •  1A
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PRETEST

B
Name

Diagnostic Pretest
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The following chart organizes types of spelling errors according to causal factors and can 
help you analyze areas of weakness.

Cause Example of Error

1. Phonetic substitution

Consonant sounds sity for city; kat for cat

Vowel sounds gloo for glue; wont for want

2. Omission and insertion of silent letters nit for night; no for know; cak for cake

3. Inaccurate pronunciation libery for library; buder for butter; ninedy 
for ninety

4. Transposition of letters littel for little

5. Double consonants

Doubling when not appropriate citty for city

Leaving out double letters litle for little

When adding endings runing for running

6. Double vowel confusion streem for stream

7. Homophones

Incorrect meaning reed for read

8. Words similar in sound

One spelling substituted for another advice/advise; except/accept

9. �Common spelling patterns applied to 
irregular words (overgeneralization)

wuz for was; munny for money

10. �Inflectional endings and suffixes incor-
rectly added

skateing for skating; cherryies for cherries; 
judgement for judgment
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Record Keeping Progress Reports 

For Levels 2–6, there are two types of progress reports for recording students’ test 
results. Both progress reports appear in reproducible form in the Teacher’s Resource Book 
at each level.

•	 The Pupil Progress Report is a student’s personal record of the results of the Weekly 
Trial and End-of-Unit Tests, Six-week or Nine-week Evaluation Tests, Midyear Test, 
and End-of-Year Test.

•	 The Class Progress Report is the teacher’s record of students’ test results. 

© Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 3 Teaching Aids  •  9 © Perfection Learning Spelling  •  LEVEL 310  •  Teaching Aids
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MEETING INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Learning Difficulties
Students struggle with learning for a variety of reasons, including language disorders, 

dyslexia, cognitive deficits, and sensory impairments. Learning to spell 
involves the basic processes of attention and memory as well as the 
higher cognitive abilities of language, reasoning, and organization. 
Students with learning difficulties need special strategies to strengthen 
weaknesses or learn compensatory behaviors or skills. In Perfection 
Learning Spelling, strategies for teaching spelling to students who 
struggle are provided in each instructional unit in the Teacher’s 
Edition. The strategies emphasize a multisensory approach, combining 
visual, auditory, tactile, and kinesthetic senses to teach and reinforce 
spelling skills and to strengthen memory and attention. In addition, 
motivational strategies such as setting goals, earning tangible rewords, 

and charting progress are suggested to promote learning. 

English Learners

Perfection Learning Spelling addresses the needs of students who are learning English 
as a second language through the Teacher’s Edition, the Teacher’s Resource Book, and the 
Suggestions and Activities for English Learners. Special strategies for teaching spelling are 
necessary to accommodate the needs of English learners. As English Language Learner 
(ELL) students are developing a working vocabulary in English, they need to be able to 
use this vocabulary in their personal writing and in the writing they do in the various 
content areas. Learning to spell new words as well as familiar words poses difficulties for 
these students. The sound structure and the correspondence of letters to sounds in English 
may differ considerably from the sound structure and spelling of their native language. 
A variety of strategies that rely on additional materials and alternative teaching methods 
will ensure continued growth in spelling English words for English learners. Since some 
students may require more direct teaching, consider modeling sample exercises, providing 
additional examples, and reading aloud directions and then having students explain what 
they are to do.

The strategies emphasize 
a multisensory approach, 

combining visual, auditory, 
tactile, and kinesthetic senses 
to teach and reinforce spelling 

skills and to strengthen 
memory and attention.
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In this process 
students imagine the 

audience, set goals 
or purposes, develop 
ideas, produce notes 

and drafts, and revise 
to meet the audience’s 

expectations. 

SPELLING AND BEYOND

The Writing Process

Perfection Learning Spelling emphasizes writing as a process in which a writer actively 
uses knowledge, experience, and language to express ideas. The writing process depends 
on the interrelated stages of prewriting, composing, and revising. In this 
process students imagine the audience, set goals or purposes, develop ideas, 
produce notes and drafts, and revise to meet the audience’s expectations. 
As the process unfolds, students may return to any one of these activities at 
any time to make changes.

•	 Prewriting  Students explore possible topics, identify their purpose 
and audience, and record and structure ideas and vocabulary. The 
goal is to expose students to a variety of prewriting activities that will 
help stimulate ideas for ease of writing their rough, or first, draft.

•	 Composing  Students use their prewriting experiences to structure 
their own writing. They generate ideas as they match words to 
thoughts and clarify thoughts according to their purpose and audience.

•	 Revising  Students reread and evaluate their own writing following a set of 
guidelines. They revise the content of their writing for style, tone, unity, clarity, and 
coherence. They rethink their original ideas and polish the content of their writing 
to suit their purpose and the audience for whom they are writing. When they are 
satisfied with their content, they edit and proofread their work to check for errors in 
spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and other mechanics.

Note: At this stage of the writing process, it is important to caution students about relying 
on a software program to do their proofreading for them. While many such programs are 
helpful tools, they are limited in their abilities. For example, a spell-check program can 
determine that the word sail is spelled correctly, but it cannot discover that the student 
actually meant to use the word sale.

•	 Publishing  This involves making students’ written compositions public—not 
necessarily printed and bound for sale in bookstores. Publishing includes reading a 
composition aloud to an audience of peers, putting it in a class notebook or other 
periodical, posting it on a school or class Website, or sharing it online in a social media 
or collaborative learning application. These options parallel the process of publishing by 
professional authors and help students come to a fuller understanding, appreciation, and 
enjoyment of the process of writing.
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Handwriting

Effective written communication depends on the writer’s ability to transmit information 
in a manner that is understandable to others. Spelling, therefore, is one important aspect of 

written communication. Handwriting is the other member of the team. These 
two skills go hand-in-hand as basic tools in writing.

Perfection Learning Spelling complements our Benson Handwriting series. 
Handwriting models and letter formation directions in English and Spanish 
can be found at the back of the Teacher’s Editions and Student Books in Levels 
1–3. Handwriting Models are also provided at the back of the Student Books 
in Levels 4–6. 

Other Curriculum Areas

Daily, students are engaged in some kind of writing that involves other curriculum 
areas—answering chapter questions, recording results of experiments, taking notes and 
making outlines for a research report, writing a summary, or creating a timeline. When 
students write in other curriculum areas, encourage them to apply their knowledge of 
spelling and the structure of written language.  
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Time to Show Off
Pretest

Write the poem below and on the next page. Use your best handwriting.

Who Has Seen the Wind?
Who has seen the wind?

Neither I nor you.
But when the leaves hang trembling,

The wind is passing through.

Name

These two skills 
go hand-in-hand 
as basic tools in 

writing.
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    Review with the children the 
Contents pages for Perfection 
Learning Spelling to acquaint them 
with the book’s features. Explain 
to them the purpose of a table of 
contents.
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ELL Reteaching Follow-up Master 1

ELL Practice Master 1

Slide 1

Common Core State Standards

Reading—Foundational Skills: 3.3d, 
3.4c

Writing: 3.4, 3.5

Speaking/Listening: 3.1c

Language: 3.1b, 3.2f, 3.2g, 3.4a, 3.4b, 
3.4d
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English Learners
To help limited English learners work with the spelling 
generalizations for Unit 1, you may wish to refer to 
the booklet “Suggestions and Activities for English 
Learners.”
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ELL

You may wish to introduce the lesson 
by using Spelling Generalizations 
Slide 1.

You may wish to assign ELL Practice 
Master 1 for reinforcement in writing 
spelling words.
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ELL
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ELL Reteaching Follow-up Master 2

Spelling Generalizations Slide 2

ELL Practice Master 2

Common Core State Standards

Reading—Foundational Skills: 3.3d, 
3.4c

Writing: 3.3a, 3.4, 3.5

Speaking/Listening: 3.1c

Language: 3.2f, 3.2g, 3.4a, 3.4d
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English Learners
To help limited English learners work with the spelling 
generalizations for Unit 2, you may wish to refer to 
the booklet “Suggestions and Activities for English 
Learners.”
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You may wish to introduce the lesson 
by using Spelling Generalizations 
Slide 2.

You may wish to assign ELL Practice 
Master 2 for reinforcement in writing 
spelling words.
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