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PREPARING FOR THE SAT:  
READING, WRITING AND 
LANGUAGE, ESSAY
Succeed on the SAT
Raise confidence and test scores through this thorough review of all 
tested topics, a diagnostic test, and three full-length practice tests. Each 
topic includes scaffolded lessons providing short, focused instruction 
on key skills, flexible pacing for either independent or classroom usage, 
model SAT questions throughout, and Quick Tips offering test taking 
strategies. Writing support includes step-by-step instruction on writing a 
top-scoring essay, sample prompts, model essays, and rubrics. Includes a 
full answer key.

•  a diagnostic test helps students target skills that need improvement
•  scaffolded lessons provide instruction and practice on key reading  

and writing skills
•   flexible pacing guides for classroom instruction
•  three full-length practice tests offer authentic practice and build 

confidence
• step-by-step instructions on how to write a top-scoring essay
 •  sample prompts with model essays and rubrics allow students to 

compare and improve their writing
•  an annotated answer key is provided in the back of the student edition

144  Reading   •   Lesson 4: Closely Reading Informational Text for Implicit Meanings  

utter ruin, you Berliners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city that once again ranks 

as one of the greatest on earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But my 

friends, there were a few things the Soviets didn’t count on—Berliner Herz, 

Berliner Humor, ja, und Berliner Schnauze. [Berliner heart, Berliner humor, 

yes, and Berliner character.]

For answers, see page 554.
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Annotate for   
Implicit Meaning

What does the last 
paragraph imply about 
Berliners?

Annotate for   
Implicit Meaning

QUICK TIP

Inference questions often 
combine other skills. 
For example, one of the 
questions asks you to infer, 
while another tests you on 
the skill of determining 
purpose. (See Lesson 5.)

QUICK TIP

Once you make an 
inference, watch for new 
information that confirms 
or changes it. Based on this 
new evidence, revise your 
original inference or make 
a new inference.

MODEL SAT® QUESTIONS

Directions: These Model SAT® Questions show how making inferences might 
be tested on the SAT® . Underline important ideas in the passage and use them 
to make the annotations under the head in the margin . Try the multiple-choice 
questions and then review the answer and the explanation .

The Information Explosion adds knowledge at an incredible rate. In the 

nineteenth century, it took about fifty years to double the world’s knowledge. 

Today, the base of knowledge doubles in less than a year. What is behind 

this breathtaking growth? What spurs people on to new inventions and 

broader applications of existing technology? Ralph Hinton, an American 

anthropologist, had an unusual answer: “The human capacity for being 

bored, rather than man’s social or natural needs, lies at the root of man’s 

cultural advance.”

1. The author indicates which of the following about the Information 
Explosion?
A) It may result in an overreliance on technology.
B) It will eventually saturate the world’s capacity for knowledge. 
C) Its major effect has been felt in the field of inventions. 
D) Its growth rate shows no signs of slowing down. 

Strategy: This question asks you to identify information explicitly stated in 
the passage . The passage does not mention an overreliance on technology or 
knowledge saturation, so choices A and B are incorrect . The passage only briefly 
mentions inventions, so choice C is incorrect as well . The best answer is  
choice D because the first four sentences in the passage highlight how the 
Information Explosion has an incredible growth rate that is only increasing . 

2. Based upon the quotation from Ralph Hinton (lines 6–7), it can be 
reasonably inferred that 
A) people in more advanced countries are more likely to be bored.
B) need rarely causes people to invent new products.
C) modern people are more likely to invent new technologies out of 

boredom.
D) advancements in technology have decreased humans’ capacity for 

boredom.
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NEW  
Edition

Model SAT questions provide  
authentic practice with  

multiple-choice question stems 
and distractors.

Quick Tips sidebars offer 
test-taking strategies to help 

students identify question types 
and avoid wrong answers.


