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Part I: Topic and Structure
•  The topic is a complex idea, not an obvious, overly  
simple thought.
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•  Ideas, concepts, and information are organized so 
that each new element builds on what came before it. 
The result is a presentation with unity and focus. 

•  A concluding section follows logically from the 
information or explanation presented and supports 
that topic clearly. It may provide insight into the 
importance of the topic.
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Part I: Topic and Structure
•  The topic is a complex idea, not an obvious, overly  
simple thought.

•  Ideas, concepts, and information are organized so 
that each new element builds on what came before it. 
The result is a presentation with unity and focus. 

•  A concluding section follows logically from the 
information or explanation presented and supports 
that topic clearly. It may provide insight into the 
importance of the topic.
•  The presentation conveys a clear and distinctive 
perspective. 
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Part II: Topic Development
•  The topic is thoroughly developed, not  
glossed over.
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•  The topic is thoroughly developed, not  
glossed over.

•  Information, findings, and supporting evidence are 
relevant and sufficient.
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•  Information, findings, and supporting evidence are 
relevant and sufficient.

•  Digital media is used strategically to enhance 
understanding and to add interest.
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Part II: Topic Development
•  The topic is thoroughly developed, not  
glossed over.

•  Information, findings, and supporting evidence are 
relevant and sufficient.

•  Digital media is used strategically to enhance 
understanding and to add interest.

•  Supporting evidence and reasoning is appropriate 
for the task, purpose, and audience. 
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Part III: Transitions and Flow
•  Appropriate and varied transitions and word choice 
link major sections of the text.
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Part III: Transitions and Flow
•  Appropriate and varied transitions and word choice 
link major sections of the text.

•  Transitions create cohesion, the sense that 
everything belongs together and is ordered logically.

•  Transitions clarify the relationships among the 
complex ideas and concepts that support the topic. 
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Part IV: Effective Use of Media
•  Multimedia and visual displays enhance the 
audience’s understanding of findings and reasoning.
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audience’s understanding of findings and reasoning.

•  Multimedia and visual displays clarify information. 

•  Multimedia and visual displays strengthen claims  
and evidence.
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Part IV: Effective Use of Media
•  Multimedia and visual displays enhance the 
audience’s understanding of findings and reasoning.

•  Multimedia and visual displays clarify information. 

•  Multimedia and visual displays strengthen claims  
and evidence.

•  Multimedia and visual displays add interest.
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Part V: Tone and Presentation Style
•  The speaker’s voice is clearly audible. 
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Part V: Tone and Presentation Style
•  The speaker’s voice is clearly audible. 

•  The speaker maintains eye contact.

•  The multimedia elements are smoothly built into 
the presentation and the speaker has excellent 
control of them.
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Part V: Tone and Presentation Style
•  The speaker’s voice is clearly audible. 

•  The speaker maintains eye contact.

•  The multimedia elements are smoothly built into 
the presentation and the speaker has excellent 
control of them.

•  Word choice, level of formal or informal language, 
and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and 
audience.


